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LIKE A SOLDIER

At the age of 44 with a husband and children, Ronnie had never left Australia
since she came to the country at the age of 5. The Kokoda Track was Ronnie's
opportunity to develop a renewed confidence, independence and sense

of achievement. The occasion was made all the more special when Ronnie
celebrated her yuth birthday on the trip.

For most of us the Kokoda Track is symbalic
of courage, honour, mateship, resilience
and something that “would be a good
thing to do”. However when we are
confronted with the fact that doing “the
track” involves walking 96km over g days
on a muddy trek, in a country thatis
extremely rough, with no infrastructure
and a debilitating climate, a beach
holiday seems like a better option.

Not for Ronnie Travassaros - a woman that
on a morning walk 7 years ago with her

14 year old daughter was struck on the

left side of her skull by a stack of timber
protruding to the side of a speeding Ute
and whose family was told after 9 hours
of surgery that she was not expected

to survive, let alone walk or talk.

Due to her accident, Ronnie has
difficulty with reading, memory and
emotional connectivity which is why
DASSI's Attendant Support Workers are
used to assist her with note taking,
reminders, activities, interpersonal
skills and her Patchwork, Embroidery
and Quilting home based business
which she started in February 2008.

After 7 months of planning, wrestling

for approval and training 3 to 4 days per
week, between 4 to 6 hours a day in the
Dandenong Ranges with her Attendant
Support Worker Sue Elliott, Ronnie walked
the Kokoda Track in September 2008.

The story of the Kokoda Track began on

21 July 1942 when the Japanese troops
landed on the northern coast of Papua
New Guinea with the intent of capturing
the nation’s capital Port Moresby. Two days
later while marching over the Owen Stanley
Ranges the Japanese were confronted by
Australian troops, who were In significantly
smaller numbers, less trained and poorly
equipped. They had also trekked from
Owens Corner, which was most of the
g6km track, to meet their adversaries.

The *Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels' were the nalives
wha lived in the villages on and around
the Kokoda Track. They carried seriously
wounded and sick Australian soldiers all
the way back to Owens Corner. “Bath of
the ‘Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels’ that we met
were 101 and 102 years old! They were
very well respected along the track and
in all the villages”, Ronnie said. “We
met one of the 'Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels’

in a village amongst a group of young
children and their parents who sang about
10 church songs to us in both English

and their native language. 11 was so
beautiful; we all felt very privileged.”

At the age of 44 with a husband and
children, Ronnie had never left Ausiralia
since she came to the country at the

age of 5. The Kokoda Track was Ronnie's
opportunity to develop a renewed
confidence, independence and sense

of achievement. The occasion was

made all the more special when Ronnie
celebrated her 44th birthday on the trip.

Dennis, Ronnie's husband and Geoff, Sue's
husband, ended up on the telephone
organising the necessary paperwork up until
10 minutes before the flight was to depart.

Whilst they were able to fly out of
Melbourne further complications arose at
Brisbane airport and on the return trip
from Port Moresby. “There was a bit of
stress and frustration involved, particularly
for Dennis who had to spend many hours
and days organising the appropriate
documentation with the embassy at Port
Moresby"”, Ronnie explains. "We cut it
fine again, although this time we had
one hour to spare!” laughs Ronnie.

Ronnie was so inspired by and grateful
to the native people at Boona that

she has decided to support the village
financially and through the exchange

of goods. Boona is approximately three
hours from the Kokoda Track and the
location where Winter, Ronnie's personal
carrier on the trek, resides. Ronnie also
plans on visiting the village next year as
part of another trekking adventure.

In the meantime Ronnie plans o
continue with her home based business.
She also plans on getting back into
training with Sue in the Dandenong
Ranges and has promised to have her
visa sorted prior to going overseas.
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